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TOYOU

T rarly ergoged

COUPLL.

Congratulations, friends! You've made the decision to
become one. I am so happy for you, and I'm thrilled
that you're here! Weddings are my joy & passlon My
deepest desire for your wedding dav is that it chat
reflects your unique personalities & style in the most
beauriful way and, of course, for you to have the best
day ever.

I'll be honest: I have a wealth of knowledge about all
things weddings. Unless you also happen to work in
the wedding industry, you probably }ont have all chis
knowledge readily available! With the arrival of
Pinterest and gmwth of the Weddmg industry in the
last 10 vears, there is now an infinite sea of
mfmmamon that you might quml\lv find yourself
dmwnmg in. This g guide will give you gentle direction
and inspiration to help give your ideas wings and your
plans grounding.

After years of answeung engaged muples wedding
questions, experiencing a huge variety of wedding days
& learning WLAY works and what doesn’t, T've pr epared
this magazine with you in mind.

WITIT LOVE

So, what will you find here?

1. Excellent Ups for preparing for your day in advance
s0 you can enjoy a relaxed, joyful Weddmg day to the
fullest extent.

2. Do’s & Don'ts for every part of the wedding
planning process.

3. Our favorite styles & trends for creating classic,
elegant & beautiful portraits,

4. The best advice from other leading wedding
industry vendors.

5. Our very best advice on creating & styling a day
that is beaurifully you.

Friends, we want you to have fun with this process.
Enjoy it and make it your own. And we'll be with you
every step of the wr y!

& WARM WISITES

ﬁw/%wv% Cé/fﬂﬂ/ -t

INER TOUNDER
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INTRODUCTION

WEDDINGS

If it’s not already clear, our priority and mission at
LVER is for you two to have the most relaxed, enjoy-
able, perfect ‘wedding day with the most beaumful
authentic photographs s. We walk through every stage
of weddmg plannmg th vou. We make sure that
vou're comfortable and confident in every decision
and that your pmormes are not only heard, but
catered to and met in every way! This scyle book is not
meant to be a Leplagement to our step—bv—step process
with our amazing couples, but instead, a way for our
couples (aloné with other non-LVER u)uples ) to gain
perspective, learn and be guided in the direction of
their dream wedding,

This section covers just about An\'thmg voud want to
know about weddings - evethhmg from planning
your portraits to advice from our favorite wedding
pros.

Each article covers different topics, all of which we've
been asked or spoken to couples about over the years.
We want your wedding to be amazing, and we want
you to have everything you need to make your dream
wedding (and phoms % come to life!

Much of what you'll read in these pages may be
familiar, paxtmulmlv if we are far along in your

W eddmé planning process. If you're not \\'Oflxlné_, with
the LVER team, we hope this section allows you to
plan for incredible photos, even without us! Read
some, all or just a few select articles with an open
mind and a readiness to learn something new about
weddings!

-THE LVER TEAM
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WIEDDINGS

If you've already hired us, you've more than likely also
alreadv chosen s your W’Gddll’lé’ venue. Maybe you il skip
115ht over this section, or maybe you're curious. Even

if you've already booled a venue, this article will help
you find it’s most photogenic angles'

Architecture & Character

This is probably what you noticed first about your
venue, ué,hﬁ The beauriful qualities that make your
venue unique are also the same qualities that make it
photogenic! Personally, we're inspired by beautiful,
ornate architecture, partmularlv architecture with an
old-world Eumpean feel. In \Vashmgton D.C., we
have a LOT of these types of buildings! In general, if
the architecture of vour venue sticks out as beautiful
to vou, then it will also likely be photogenic for
photos'

A truly photogenic venue will have character and
dimension that extends from the outside in. High
ceilings, lots of ornate detail, unique design andév
dimension contriburte to beaunful photos.

Windows, Ceiling & Walls
Three Lhamgteusnu that make all the difference:
windows, ceiling & walls. Assuming your venue is
partially or entirely indoors (althouéh we do love a
gorgeous all- outdoor setup!), these 3 factors shape how
the light is reflected thmu%hout the space. The most
bhotogenic venues have lots and lots of big windows,
Ligh ceilings and light or white-colored walls.
Together, this contributes to a beautiful and well-lit
space!

Bridal Suite

Some of the loveliest wedding venues have the darkest

and ugliest bridal suites - so much so that many brides

will choose to get ready at a different location! But the

most photogenic weddmé, venues - the ones that have
ot it all - also have a gorgeous place for the bride and

ier maids to get ready.

So, what makes a photogenic bridal suite? Firstly, a lot
of space. The Lnger the room, the better. This gives
your girls a lot of room to splead out (and hide their
mess from the camera). It also allows the photographer
enough space to back up and get full-length photos.
Moveable furniture is a huge plus in any bujal suite,
because it gives the photographer the ﬂembxhtv to
move things around a lictle bit as you put on your
dress and finishing touches. Clean, empty rooms in
neutral colors make for the best and prettiest getting
ready photos!

Another essential to the photogenic bridal suite is
large windows. A lot of brides get a little bit nervous
about the windows while getting ready - what if’
someone can see inside? However, most bridal suites
are not in a space that is very pubhdv visible. Also,
you can always pull on your dress in private, and smnd
in the windows for the final butrons & zips!

Finally, when it comes to bridal suites, the more
neutrals, the better! A room with a lot of light and/or
neutral colors creates a blank slate where your details
make it come to life. White or light- colored walls also
reflect lots of clean light that will make you glow!

STYLIGUIDE I



WEDDINGS

The Carpet

Have you ever seen a ballroom or hotel suite with, like,
horrendously ugly carpet? Maybe it’s a royal blue, gold and
red pattern that %;oks 50 vears old. Perhaps it’s a

forest green country club carpet with 1ittFe golf tee’s all
over it (yes, I've seen this). Honestly, if you've noticed the
carpet in the first place, it’s probably not pretty. The most
photogenic wedding venues have light, neutral-colored
carpet that does NOT make a bold statement or, even
better, stone or white-tiled floors! The light, neutral color
reflects light beautifully and won't detract from your
unique decor.

Outdoor Features & Views

Lastly, the most photogenic wedding venues have
stunning outdoor locations. Whether it be a gorgeous
mountain view, a rooftop view of the city, or a big,
colorful garden, an outdoor space where you can shoot
beautiful portraits is the crowning achievement of a
photogenic venue. These spaces are usually unique to
other venues - recognizable and distinctly their own. They
have a character that ties together with the rest of the
venue, and they are private enough to not have random

people in the background!
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WEDDINGS

CHOOSING YOUR

Start with a Conversation

You probably have some wedding vendors that you're
already excited abour, and other ¢ categories in which
you have no clue where to even start looking.

RGE sardless of how confident you are about hiring the
berson, you definitely want to have a real conversation
Lefow you book them - either in person or on the
phone. He: umg, them speak and talk about their work
will sometimes seal the deal, and other times be a
dealbreaker. Specific thmés to look for: is the vendor
interested in your specific needs, or does he/she assert
to know the “best” way to do thmg,s without hearing
your opinion? Is he/she excited to get to know you
personally, or does the meeting feel cold? And I: astly -
do you fif him/her? It sounds silly, but there are some
re: 111\7 talented vendors that you m%ht ust not like as
a person. If that’s the case, it’s 100% OK to walk away!

Having a conversation never means that you have to

book them, so don’t feel 1g;ullty saying no “afterwards if
something didn'e feel right!

T\ VI ENROSE

Choose Team Players

Even though you're hiring separate companies, your
vendors will work together on the day of the \Vt‘ddll’lé
Creating a flawless wedding day is 100% a team effort.
Unfortunately, there are vendors out there (some of
whom are very accomplished!) that are not team
players. Inﬂemhxhtv or a negative attitude towards
other vendors are a red fl: ags that the vendor is not a
team player.

A good litmus test for this is simply telling the vendor
about your priorities. For example, you might tell a
caterer, “we’'d like our photogr: 1phel to be served
dinner when we're served so that they don’t miss
anything important.” If the caterer puts up a fight or
SUZRESTS that vendors are “always” served after guests,
this is a sign that he/she is very set in a specific way of
doing things and will likely not be a team player (for
the record, all the best caterers know to serve their
vendors when the bride & ¢ groom are eating!).

You can always ask your other vendors what they
think about the company or individual. Often times,
certain vendors will have gained a reputation -
positive or negative - which will help shed light on
what they are really like to work with! We have a
trusted list of recommended vendors, but we also have
worked with many others whom vary widely in posi-
tive or negative experiences. Other vendors will ¢ give
you their ionest opinion. They are, after all, going to
have to work with that vendor, too!

ASSEENON.STYLEMEPRETTY



VIENDOR TEAM

Don’t Skip the Planner

Wedding planners are often seen as one of those “op-
tional” wedding vendors. Not every u)uple chooses to
have one, and many couples urilize on-site coordina-
tors instead. We will be the first to tell you that hiri ing
a wedding planner is one of the BEST decisions you
can make!

Honestly, we could write an entire article on this
topic alone! To put it concisely: a great wedding
planner will bring your vision to life without any
stress on you. Many couples think that if they're super
orgamzed and have éooﬁ taste, they can do it all on
their own. They falsely beheve that a planner will
choose the style and ideas for the day. While you may
be able to do a lot of or anizing and detail

creation on your own, d%mt forget that you're also the
person bemé Lelebmted' There are so many things you
simply won't be able to do on your w eddmé, day. Also,
a wea{dmkﬁ planner has access to other vendors (rental
companies, wholesale decor, dessert specialists, etc.)
that are either more expensive or entirely inaccessible
to non-professionals. An excellent weddmé blanner
will help guide and direct your vision to mal}\e it a
cohesive, ieaunful and tomllv stress-free event.

Find Tr ustworthv Oplnlons

A positive review from a friend can go really far, but
just because she loved them doesn’t mean you WIH t00.
I¢’s all about compatibility. Do you have similar taste
to your friend? Did she have a Weddmé, vou admired?
Do vou have the same temperament or similar

per sonalities? While recommendations from a friend
can be a huge advantage, it’s still so important to have
that initial phone call to see if you feel the same.

Of equal i importance to your friends’ referrals are
other couples® opinions of the vendor. Do a quick
search online - Google, \X/eddmg\X/lre & The Knot are
all pretty reliable sources for reviews. You can also ask
your vendor for the names & contact info of other
couples who worked with him/her. You'll be getting
the names of some of that vendor’s favorite clients, so
if you don't hear absolutely fantastic reviews, proused
with caution!

Lhoosmg vendors is a difficult task, which is why
we've started to provide a list of recommended ven-
dors to all our couples! Throughout this guide, you'll
be hearing the best advice from some of our favorite
vendors!

STYLEGUIDE 15



WEDDINGS

HOW CAN
WILDD

CrPLANNER

HHELP YOU?

“Kaitlin is one of ourgo-to wedding planners in the Washington, D.C. area. Her eye for design
paired with her fantastic customer service makers her one of the best in the industry. This article

will help you choose a wedding planner who fits you!”

BY KAITLIN PRZEZDZIECKI
of Cheers Darling Events

Our job as your wedding
planner, deslgner or
coordinator is to execute
your vision and wedding
day as smoothly as
posslble with no stress to
vou. The best time to
brmg on a wedding
planner is elght to fifteen
months prior to the
wedding - whenever you
begin the planning prowss
(the sooner, the becter!).

A planner w1ll help vou
make the best financial :
decisions for your wedding day, ensuring your budget
is spent in the right places based on your vision - so it
is important to have us on your team before you make
decisions on venue, phomgmphers caterer or band vs

DJ!

The most important part of our ]ob? Exeguting your
wedding weekend! We work with you in the months,
weeks and days leadmg up to the Weddmg weekend to
ensure no dertail is forgotten about. We review your
vision for the day, confirming everything from “the hair
and mal\eup timing, the portrait list AHL%OIdGI of
events for the reception to ensure time is allotted for
all your important photos throughout the day.

6 LAVIEENROSE

- the LVER team

Your planner works directly with each vendor to
ensure they arrive on time, prowde the services
required and allow vou to sit back, relax and enjoy
the wedding day. The biggest misconception abourt a
planner is tidt you do not need one as the venue
coordinator will handle the derails. The venue
coordinators job is to ensure the venue is issue free
for your day, whereas a planner will handle the
coordination with all vendors and details -
confirming flowers are correct, the cake design
matches your sketch, your veil is on at the right time
and vour bridal party is lined up in the correct
order all while cueing the ceremony music.

My biggest piece of advice while looking for your
Weddmg planneﬂ Find someone who you can trust,
allowing yourself to fully trust your planner to ulde
you through the entire process will make your Liw
feel even more special. Your planner will work with
you to build your perfect vendor team, manage your
budget and brmg your design vision to life - all
while you are enjoying the planning process without
worry!

See some of Kaitlin + Hannah’s combined work on the
next page!






GLETTING READY.

TTESECRETS TO A

RELANING,

What to you envision when you think of your wedding
mor nmg? Most wuples dream of a morning filled with
leisurely, relaxing activities, time with their family and
closest friends, and maybe even a refreshing sparkhng
e, Tt really good to us, too! Capturing
the beauriful in-berween moments durmé your
wedding day is such a joy for us. In this arrticle, you'll
find best advice for creating a relaxing, beaunbil
wedding morning.

The Space

If youre getting married at a hotel or resort, we
recommend gettmé ready in the honevmoon suite or
another large, spacious suite at the hotel. So, consider
booking two nights instead of one. There are so many
advantages to this! You'll get a great night sleep, all of
your packed bags for the honeymoon will already be
where they need to be, you won't have to travel at all
on the morning of your Weddmg and of course, you'll
have an absolutelv gorgeous space for photos!

As you decide on a room to book, consider space and
hght Prep photos look so much nicer with a clean,
simple bad\ground and lots of natural light. Look for
neutral walls and furniture as well as lots of large
windows with open space around them. These
elements will completely transform your photos.

If you aren’t getting ready at a hotel, all of the above
considerations still appl\" Find a space that has tons of
natural light and neutral or white walls and furniture.
Clean and simple is best - the more color and clutter
in the room, the harder it will be to take beaurtiful
photos. The number one priority is big windows!

I8 LA VIEENROSE

BEAUTITUL
MORNING

Since we will be utilizing the space around the
windows, plan to keep this area clear of any

clutter - food, water bortles, bags. etc. Ask your
bridesmaids to be mindful of tils and consider
keeping their bags in a closet or other room. This will
not only create less clutter for photos, but will make
you feel relaxed and organized in the process!

Getting RC‘IdV

If you've been in a wedding before, you know that the
firse part of the day, when everyone is doing hair &
makeup, can be the most stressful! How to avoid the
stress? Plan extra time for hair and makeup. Even if
you've done a trial and have talked to your hair and
makeup team, plan at least an extra 30 minutes!
Almost all of the Weddmgs we shoot have had either
hair, makeup or both go long If you don’t plan for
this, it can throw off your entire day from the stare! If
you plan accor dmgly, the worst that can hap pen is
that we're ahead ofsciedule.

Usually, the best g getting ready photos are when hair
and mal\eup is nearly finished. Those last moments of
makeup and hair tough—ups are when you're lookmg
vour best, and also when we start to snap getting
readv photos! If you and your girls are wearing special
robes or shires, this is a great time to capture the
moment, right before the dresses go on! You'll all look
and feel your freshest, and there won't be that one
bridesmaid feeling silly because her hair and makeup
hasn’t completed vet!



WEDDINGS

Changing into the Dress

After you've finished hair and makeup and everyone is
ready, the bridesmaids should pretty quickly change
into their dresses. This usually takes longer than
expected or there is a bridesmaid that is MIA, so make
sure your girls know in advance that it’s important for
them to be dressed and ready by a specific time. You
don’t want them to miss the moment when you put on
your dress! Your mom will also want to be (f;essed for
this moment. Definitely tell her this in advance, since
moms sometimes get sidetracked with other details of
the day and don't realize they also need to be dressed
and ready early!

Finally, it’s time to put on your dress! A quick trip to
the restroom is always a good idea right beforehand -
while your ladies are finishing getting dressed. We
don't take any photos until your dress is pulled all the
way up (you're welcome!). You can maintain privacy as
you get into the dress, and then we’ll position you in
the prettiest spot in the room for the final buttons &
zip. Usually, it’s nice to have your mom or maid of
honor help you into the dress and do the major but-
toning, A}ther that, you can have all your girls gather
around and assist with fluffing the dress and putting
on your shoes. You'll put on finishing touches - like
jewelry and 1lzerfume - and then soak in the finished

product in the mirror!

First Look with Dad

One final consideration for getting ready: a first look
with your father or other significatnt family member.
While this is definitely not required, a lot of brides
really cherish this special moment with their dad, and
we totally recommend it! We'll pick a place with the
best lighting and space and have your dad turn around
until you enter the room. When you are a couple steps
away from him, he’ll turn around! It’s a really sweet
moment and allows you to take in another special part
of your day!

What About the Groom?

The guys matter, too! All the rules of lighting and
ideaﬁls'lpace also apply to the guys getting ready.
However, it’s typical that the guys don’t have as nice of
a space to get ready in since it takes less time and
eﬂlcj)rt for t%em! If chis is the case, consider having the
guys put on their finishing touches (jacket, bow tie,
accessories, shoes) in a different spot. If they aren’t
getting ready in the same place as the girls, they can
even wait until they get to the venue and choose the
nicest available room!

The getting ready part of the day isn’t always
considered when couples think about photos. But, we
hear so many couples say that these moments are very

important to tEem! Following these guidelines Wiﬁ
help create the most ieautiful and relaxing

environment for perfect photos!

STYLEGUIPE
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WEDDINGS

If you've been browsing other couples’ wedding
gallerles you've probabl\' seen those fabulously styled
wedding invitations suites that look super beauriful.
From the perfect envelope, to the ribbon and
gossamer, to the sweet little items around it - it all
works together and it all looks absolutely beautiful.
What you don’t see is che prepamnon behind such a
beauriful i image. While it isn't a super time-consuming
or expensive task, there are a few small things you can
do to prepare your details so that they look their most
beaurtiful all together These are the details that will be
a cherished part of your wedding day memories, and
prepaung in advance will allow you to have the most
gorgeous images to remember all che special lictle
decails.

S TIPSTOR
PHOTOGENIC

INVITATION SUTTES

Your Weddm% invitation suite is so special - it’s the
literal information about your wedding day and it
represents you as a eouple‘ No matter 1§O\V simple or
complex you plan to make it, you'll want to remember
and preserve your wedding invitations. It’s for this
reason that we always make sure that we have che
invitation suite when we gather all the details to
photograph at the beginning of your wedding day.

There are a few slmhle things you can do that make a
huge difference in the way your invitations

photograph:

Provide Two Copies

Giving us two copies of your invitation suite allows us
to use fronts, bae}l\s or inserts simultaneously, multiple
envelopes and generally have more space to ' be
creative.

Don’t Mail It

Don’t actually mail the envelope off to us or someone
else. It may seem obvious, but don't send your extra
copies through the mail! Thev often will get a lictle bit
bent or dirty, so just order 2 extra copies when you
place your order!

A week before the wedding day, we send couples a
reminder check list of all tie licele things they might
want to include for their detail photos. We also ask
that they gather these items in a box or bag a few days
in advance, so that they're safely prepared for us all in
one place When we arrive on the Weﬁdmg day! Howev
er, we won't necessarily know all the things that are
important to you, so this arricle expands on what we
believe truly makes detail photos beautiful & unique.

\
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Address the Envelope

One of the invites you prowde me should be
addressed and smmped If you don’t have someone
professionally addressing the envelopes for you,
consider having someone hand-address just “this one
in calligraphy or script to make it look
extra-beautiful! Make sure it’s addressed to either
yourselves or your parents - not us! You do not
want our name in your photos!

SIYLIGUIDE 21



Addmg Florals

One of the best ways to add personality to your detail
Bhoms is to prowde your phom%mpher with a few
fresh stems. Most florists are more than happy to
deliver a few extra flowers for these detail pfmtos

and extra greenery also goes a long way! Be sure that
your florist is mﬂ\mg her delivery early enough so
that the photographer can utilize the flowers. We
generally photograph details at the very beginning of
the day, as soon as we arrive, and many other phorog/
raphers do the same thing. If your florist is arriving
shortly before the ceremony, the timing might not
work out. If you can’t get your florist to deliver early
enough, consider saving some flowers from your re-
hearsal dinner or even grabbing a small bunch at
Trader Joe’s a few days iefme I They really do make all
the difference!

22 LAVIEENROSE

Styling Materials Matter

As artists, we're always thmkmé about how to
phOtOél aph somethméﬁ in the most creative and beauti-
ful way. When it comes to detail photos, we bring my
own little kit of styling materials to enhance your
detail photos. It’s never anything that takes away from
the actual details - just some ribbons, lace, and Fabrics
that add texture and depth to the i image. However,
some

LOUPIGS actually go the extra mile and pick out these
items for themselves! Samples from bridesmaids’ dress-
es, lace from your mom’s or grandmother’s Weddmg
dress, ribbon that matches your colors, or a pretty ring
box that accentuates your dmmond are all great op-
tions. You may want to consider this, too, as you are
preparing items that will make your dav unique and

It Should Be Personal

Ultimately, what makes your Weddmg unique is that it’s
all about you two: your shared life & experiences. It's
the smallest details that often make a Wedﬁmg the most
unique. As you gather up materials for the detail
pioms consider what little objects & trinkets
represent you two - both individually & as a couple. I've
had couples give me antique photographs of

relatives who have passed, famlly%elrlooms (lockets,
rings, good luck charms, etc.), customized wax seal
stamps, custom ring boxes, hand-written vows, and
more. Even if chese lictle thm%s aren’t specifically a part
of your wedding day, think about including the things
that represent who you are!



WEDDINGS

DEAUTY TIPS
FROM A TIAIR & MAKEUP PRO

BY AMY WILD

of Vintage Veils

Everyone wants to be a happy, glowing bride in her
Weddmg photos, and hair and makeup is a huge
confidence booster! Polished bridal hair and makeup
fill you with confidence that shines through your
smile. You will feel like the best version of Vourself and
vou will be completely flawless in your most special
l\eepsake your wedding photos!

Choosing Your Hair & Makeup Team

You'll want to choose wisely when selecting your hair
and makeup team for your Weddmg' Skill and
personahtv is the winning combination, and a great
professlonal will have both. Our company has hlgh
standards for the artists that work for us: both for
their technical skills, but also for their attitude and
character. We Pl”lde ourselves on bemg lovful
punctual, professional, kind and innovative. You can
depend on us to ease any tension and bring a

llg&)t hearted atmosphere to your wedding day. Steer
clear of vendors who lack social media or online
presence, a great portfolio or that have low (or no!)
reviews.

It may surprise you, but it’s most beneficial to book
your Iweautv vendors a vear in advance! This is the
most common mistake couples will make. We book
uickly and also want to work with you on timing,
jemlls and style. Be sure to book us as soon as you can!

Understanding the Process

The most common misperception that our clients
make with us is setting their expectations high in
regards to hair & makeup inspiration photos on
Pinterest (Google, etc.). Insplmmon photos can be
wonderful and helpful, but often times details like
hair length, face shape, eye color, etc. can be
deceiving. Be sure to schedule a hmr and makeup trial
with your beauty team so they are able to asses your
desires and phom references, leavmg you stress-free!
Vintage Veils truly works Well with all styles and we
constantly crave Weddmg diversity, so we'll work
together to find a style perfect for you!

As you're working with your photographer and
planner on the sgiedule don’c forgOt to leave plenty of
time for hair and mal\eup' This is one of the most
important aspects to remember when you are deciding
whether or not to use a professional beauty team. Be
sure to leave enough time so that you are able to enjoy
a stress-free getmng ready process. You will also want
to consider time for adlustments tough—ups and for
getting into your gown before your first look or
photos!

On the day of your wedding, we'll want a great space
to work in to give you the best results. We love natural
light and lots of spaae' Large windows, sufficient
outlets and room to get your bridal party ready in are
e 1mp0rmnt‘ When it comes to brnﬁal beautv lighting
plays an integral role in how your beauty team styles
your hair am% makeup.

One fial note: it’s your Weddmg‘ Have fun! Make sure
you take time for Vourself and enjoy special days with
vour friends and family without the scresses of
Weddmg planning to bog vou down. Don’t forget to
slmplv relax with your slgmhunt other, after all,
you're in this together Planning a Weddmg should be
fun - no matter how big or small - and the memories
you make leading up to the big day are just as
important as the day icself.

STYLEGUIDI
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RST LOON

RIGITT TOR YOU?

If you're not already familiar with the term, a "first look™” is when a bride and
groom see each other privately before their ceremony. This is done away from all
the guests, wedding party & family so that the moment can be shared between
just the two of you. Itis intimate, emotional and romantic: an extra-special
“reveal.” While it's not for everyone, a first look is, in our opinion, one of the best

parts of the wedding day and we're excited to share why!
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SHOULD WE DO
ATIRST LOOR?

4 REASONS T WAS RIGHT FOR ME

BY HANNAH BJORNDAL

Easing Your Nerves Relaxmg & Enjoying the Day
While I'm not a particularly shy or introverted person, You already know a wedding day can be stressful if not
I was nervous about walking down the aisle. T didn’t Well—planned Even a really well-planned weddmg can
like the idea of 200+ people seemg a deeplv personal be stressful if the schedule is Ug t. The time between
emotional reaction to me seeing Evan for the first the ceremony and cockeail hour is generallv very short,
time that day. It just felt wrong for so many people to and makmg sure everyone is where they need to
see somethmg that felt intimate. be can take a roll on you. The last thmg you

want on the day of your weddmg is to be
stretched fi

A first look gave us a chance to
enjoy that emotional, intimate
moment without everyone
watching. We cherished
that private moment to
ourselves. My nerves
disappeared entirely.
During the ceremony,

I was still a liccle
nervous, but m
excitement and jo
outweighed the

nerves iecause we

had a private

moment to

ourselves

beforehand.

When you choose to have
look, you control how
time ]Zou You

i 0o s all@,
ceremony. Honestly, it w
the most stress-free day
imaginable, and that was
totally because nothing
at all was rushed! We were
so carefree all day long!

‘A FIRST LOOK GAVE US A CHANCE TO ENJOY
THAT EMOTIONAL, INTIMATE MOMENT
WITHOUT EVERYONE WATCHING.”
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Looking Your Best

Let’s be honest: you are going to look absolutely
stunning on your wedding day. It’s basically
guaranteed. Therefore, any phom taken of you is going
to be gorgeous (guys, too‘) However, as time goes on,
makeup fades, hair starts to fall flat, you shed a few
tears, and you just generally aren’t as fresh! A good
mal\eup artist and Emr StVllSt can work to Leep your
look together all day, but chances are, you aren’t going
to be looking as fresh after the ceremony as before.

This shows up in your photos. Taking photos before
the ceremony allows you to look your freshest and
vour best. Addmonallv you'll be way more relaxed
because you have more time, and relaxed and
fresh is deﬁnltely mote beancitlehan

stressed and sweaty! "

Celebrating at Cockrail Hour

While this isn’t important to all couples, many want to
attend their cocktail hour. Enlovmg the casual time
together with friends is fun and can add more
relaxation to the day. If family photos, wedding party
photos and photos of j just the two of you are all

hap )enmg after tﬁe ceremony, there’s no way you are
maf\mg it to cockeail hour! If you want to be at your
own cocktail hour, plan on doing a first [ook!

The decision of whether or not to have first look is
entirely up to you. I'll never force you to do a first
look and u)nlpletelv respect your decision one way or
the other. It’s going to be fun no matter what! If
timing is a concern and you really don’t want to do a
first look, consider a pre—weddmg session or day-after
session. If you're interested in learnmg more about
either one of these options, let me know!
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You want beaurtiful portraits and we want to create
beautiful portraits for you (so glad we are on the same
page!). A huge factor in making your portraits
Leaunful is picking the right plage for the portraits.
But many u)uples don't actually know what to look
forina pelfegt location, and many times, if not
discussed in advance, our photo location optlons will
be limited. Once again, planning in advance is going
to allow you to have the most beautiful photos & the
most 1ela>\m§, wedding day!

The key to a beautiful portrait: light. The very first
thmé we consider when selecting locations for photos
is the available hé_,ht Obviously, light will vary
dependmg on the time of day & year, the weather, and
objects in the path of sun, among other factors. All
these factors affect the hght and must be considered
when setting up the perfect portrait. Luckily for you,
we're the photographers! Com osmg and preparing
for the shot based upon the hg}ht is our job. However,
choosing the place, in general, is ultimately up to you
and many of our couples even have an ideal i image in
their head of how they want their photos to look. This
information will help prepare you to make the best
decisions and have realistic expectations as you choose
photo locations.

Location & the Sun

If you've already had an engagement session, you likely
know thar the best and most flaccering hght is around
sunrise and sunset. Even on a cloudy iw the hght is
lower in the sky and all-around more beautiful for
portraits. However, many wedding day timelines don't
really work around sunrise or sunset, so planning
accordingly is super important!

The most important thing to consider if any of your
portraits are in the middle of the day (not in the 1-2
LOUIS before sunset) is shade. Shade’is essential for
beautiful photos at this time of day. The sunlight is far
too harsh and will create hard, unﬂattermé shadows.

So, how do you know if it’s good shade or bad shade?
Ideally, the shaded area is not too dark, and chere is
plentv of open space in front of where you'll be
standing. For emmple outside a tall, hg_,ht colored
building in a city with Lnée spacious city streets is a
great option. The he%ht of the light- colored buxldmg
will provxde shade from the sun and, because it’s a
light color, it isn't too dark in the shadows. The broad,
open streets create additional hghtness Another
example of great shade is a few leafy trees. Having
slgnn}mam height means that the sun will be blocked,
even if it’s in tl%e middle of the sky. Having a couple
trees will provide enough shade for your entire
wedding party to fit without being too dark (like a
woodsy area with densely-packed trees).

This time of day is, by far, the hardest to plan for, so
any good phom%mpher (us included!) is é,omg to give
you tons and tons of help and direction in

LhOOSH’lé’ a specific spot. Visiting potential locations,
taking photos, and sending them to your
photographer in advance is always a good idea!

Now, let’s talk about the best case scenario. Ideally, the
nmjoritv of your portmit% (\Veddil’l{_’ party, famil\‘ &
]ust vou two) will happen around sunset (or sunrise!
we've done it all!). This time is also known as “Golden
Hour.” Shooting in direct sunhéht is possible at this
time, but we still suggest finding a location that has
the posubxhtv of shade (even smaller amounts than
suggest for middle-of-the-day photos) for the best
results. As the sun gets lower and lower in the sky,
we'll be able to take advantage of being in the direct

sunlight.

If you do plan for the majority of your photos to take
pldge in the middle of the dav we hlghlv recommend
saving 15-20 minutes of portraits of the two of you for
sunset. One hour before sunset is the ideal time. We
have no doubt that these will be your favorite photos
of you two!
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Key Elements of Locations

As you start thinking about your photo locations, there
are a few key elements that will truly make the photos
pop. Some of these are elements you'll recognize from
some of our best work, but other elements are subtle
eno%gh that you'd likely never have guessed could make

a difference!

One of the first things we look for when scouting for a
photo location is reFFected light. What is reflecting light
all around us? Usually, buildings & the ground. The best
reflected light is colorless and bright, i.e. white

surfaces! White buildings, no matter what material they
are made of, reflect beautiful light. Being based in

D.C. and Naples, FL, were super lucky to have tons of
white marble buildings all around us! Light grey &
cream are also great building colors. This Wiﬁ keep your
skin looking beautiful, bright and even in photos. The
ground in éont of you is jso important - white or grey
pavement, stone or bricks are ideal! Look for buildings
that have these characteristics as you think about
locations for your portraits.

30 LAVIEENROSI

Open spaces, as mentioned before, are also very
important to look for. When we say “open spaces,” we
aren’t talking about a huge field with nothing but all
grass in it. I'm talking about spaces that are bright!
City streets can be so beautiful, but if there is not
enough open space between two buildings, it will be
too dark! Remember that we'll be facing you two
towards the open space so that lots of soft light is on
your faces. If you're looking at less urban areas, think
about spaces that are speckled with trees, or indoor
spaces that have high, white ceilings and big windows.
Igyou’re in a nature-heavy spot, look for those
light-colored pathways or roads as an anchor point
w%ere you'll stand, rather than in the grass!

Lastly, and this is particularly true for weddings in
wide-open country venues, we always look for
something to “ground” the portrait. If everything in
the background is grass an&j trees, we'll look for a
building, a pop of color in a garden, mountains, or
even a gistant fence or barn to bring character and
depth into the background. If this is your type of wed-
ding venue, think about what background might have
these characteristics for the best possible portraits!
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Elements to Avoid

Even more important than the best characteristics of a
photo location are the things to avoid. We've limited
this list to the things that truly ruin photos - the
things we avoid at all cost! Definitely take this list se-
riously as you plan out your photo locations. You will

be so glad you did!

First, we've got to address the elephant in the room:
red brick. Red brick is, by far, every wedding
photographer’s worst nightmare. Surprised? Here’s
why: red Erick reflects ugly, bright red light onto the
subject’s face, causing skin tones to look %)ri ht
orangey-red. The worst part is that this really cannot
be photoshopped or color-corrected to look natural.
Red brick sidewalks or a nearby red brick building are
no-no’s - you'll absolutely want to avoid it. Luckily for
all of you red-brick venue-lovers, there is an excep-
tion! When it’s in the background, far behind you, red
brick is totally OK! But, many red brick buildings also
surrounded by red brick sidewalks or other red brick
buildings, so make sure to check that your location
does not have these elements and you're good to go!

Generally speaking, the strategy is to avoid anything
that is going to reﬁect a bright color on your skin, and
brightly colored buildings, paths and si&iwalks are the
common offenders. Additionally, if you're surrounded
by a lot of green - grass, trees, plants, etc. - this can
cause a yellowy-green tint to your skin. This is why we
always look for those light-colored sidewalks and
Eathways in nature-heavy areas. They will reflect a

right, neutral color light on your face to
counter-balance all the green!

Finally, you'll want to avoid “black holes” - dark places
that cause dark shadows on your face or in the back-

round. These areas are usually spots with lots and lots
shade - think densely packed trees or the woods, really
dark-colored buildings, large, open doors to dark
rooms, and even dark-colored interiors of venues. In
almost all of our work, you'll notice a lack of very dark
sEaces. This is something we're very conscious o when
shooting, and will often recompose an entire photo
just based on one of these dark black holes in the
background!

Obviously, this is a lot to digest! As your
photographers, we'll be scouting out your venue in
advance to make sure we find a perfect spot for all
your photos, so you don’t have to stress about it too
much. Ultimate%;, we've got your back! Just keep these

factors in mind if you are set on any specific locations
or backdrops for your photos!
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TACKLING YOUR

MELINE

Let us just start by saying that a scrong timeline is the
single most important aspect in having a stress-free,
relaxing Weddm% day. Knowing exactly when & where
everything is going to hdppen dllou%h()m your day
should be decided months in advance. For those of you
who are Type A, this is pmbablv Music to your ears.
For those t]}ldt love spontaneity and hate pl‘mnmg
bear with us. A wedding day timeline benefits
everyone!

In this article, we're going to focus on planning your
timeline according to V\'eddil’lé phorm which,
surprisingly, will dictate the timing of much of your
day. However, there are a lot of non- phomémphv
eléments of a timeline thart are also i important. If
you're working with a wedding planner, they will
create a \Veddll’lé day timeline for you that will outline
every part of the entire wedding weekend, including
vendor coordinating. We highly T s
hiring a day-of coordinator to help you manage this!
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The Non-Negotiables

Before we can make any decisions about timing for
your wedding day, you Nl need to look at the
non-negotiable elements of your day’s timing. Have
you booked an official start ‘and end time for your
Lelemon\'? Does your 1egept10n require you to end at a
certain time? Are you 100% J%‘lln\t a first look? These
factors should be at the forefront of your mind early
on, as they will dictate the rest of the timing for your
day.

Make a note of these timing constraints and then look
at how much time is left before, after and in-between.
This will give you a general idea of how much time
there is for phoros and other activities at each part of
the day.

Another non-negotiable is the sunset. Check the
sunset time for your date and make a mental note.
Keep in mind that all portraits should end before this
time. If your ceremony is at sunset, then you'll need to
finish all your portraits before the ceremony, meaning
that a first lool}\ is necessary (this is rare!).

When possible, we suggest that u)uples wait on setting
an exact ceremony & reception start time until after
we have a conversation about the timeline. This way,
couples can make timing decisions based on their
personal preferenges photo-wise. For instance, if you're
100% against a first look, you should have a ceremony
that ends at least 1-2 hours before sunset. However, we
know from experience that many couples have to pmk
these times when they book their venue, often before
they book me (so Leepm the rest of thls article in
mind will be helpful to t%o%e of you who have already
set these times!).

Deudmg on a First Look

After 1ewewm5 your non-negotiables, the next thmg
to consider is a first look. As mentioned plevmuslv it
is occasionally necessary to do a first look if you want
portraits of you two, your family and the \Veddll’lé
party. However, most Weddmgs “have the flexibility to
do pmtmns before or after the ceremony. In this
section, we'll explain how each may affect the timeline
for your wedding day.

Let’s start with a wedding day that does not have a
first look. If you're not havm5 a first look, then there
are some Portraits that will have to wait until after the
ceremony: the full wedding party (group photo with
all bridesmaids & groomsmen), Family, and bride &
groom. These three combinations genemllv take about
6o-75 minutes total, not including travel time between
locations (if your ceremony & reception are taking
place in different locations). As vou decide on whether
or not youd like a first look, take this timing into
consideration. Your cockrail hour will need to be a
litele longer than 1 hour, and you two will likely not be
able to attend. Some Weddm% days have a Luger gap of
time between the ceremony & reception, but most
Weddmg days do not. It’s important that you know
this information early on, so that you can make a
decision based on your puormes!

Next, let’s talk about Weddmé days that do have a first
look. Wich a first look, there is more flexibility in
when to schedule portraits. You can do Absolutelv
evervthm% before the ceremony, or we can split up
portraits based on how much time you'd like to spend
at vour cockeail hour (or alone!) before your reception
beéms Usually, we suggest finishing all Weddmg party
photos before the ceremony to leave more room for
portmns of just you two afterwards. You also have the
option to do family portraits beforehand, which can
make the rest of the day more relaxed. kaméﬁ more
portmms before the ceremony does mean an earlier
start time, which will mean you'll need to be ready
earlier, too. Both of these opnons offer different
advantages, and ultimately, it’s up to you to decide
what sounds better!

STYLEGUIDE



Knowing When to Finish Getting Ready
We fet this question from almost every muple we
work with: When should we finish getting ready?

I’s an important question, isn't it? You'll definitely
want to have a clear answer in mind well before the
wedding day! While some of the answer depends on
your decision about a first look, there are some general
tips to follow, even before you miles thae decision]

Typically, we plan some portraits before the ceremony
regardless of }he first look decision. Bridal portraits,
groom portraits, photos with the bride & bridesmaids,
photos with the groom & groomsmen, and/or some
family photos will probably be before the ceremony
no matter what. As a general rule of thumb, it’s wise
to plan to be completely finished getting lead\' at least
2 hours before your ceremony (altiough we will nail
down the speufm timing as more details come into
place!). If you're doing all of your portraits
}wefolehand then you'll likely neej to be ready 3-4
s oo . ceremony begms'

As the timeline begins to form, we'll give you an
approximate time to get into your dress (") and then
we’'ll make a final decision shmtlv after cthat! We
always plan for somethmg to run late and suggest
plannmg plenty of “buffer” time in case this Eappens

his way, even if you're running late, you won't have to
stress or rush!

Things You Might Forget

The photos that couples most often overlook in
timeline-planning are detail photos. Even though the
timing for these phoms is often overlooked, the
photos themselves are important to most (1f not all)
u)uples with whom we work. Remembermé to factor
this in to your hours of coverage and timing for the
day should be on your list of priorities!

There are two different sets of details on which we
focus: bridal derails (which we will stvle ourselves with
the items you give us) and ceremony & reception
decor (which we’ll bhotograph as s‘tVled by your wed-
ding planner, Loorjmator florist, etc.). We alwavs
hlan an hour at the very begmnmg of the day for the
}ﬁmdal details. This includes your wedding dress, shoes,
invitation suites, bow ties, jew elry, and a lot more. An
hour may sound hl\e a lot of time, but to seyle all the
details, move your dress to a pretty spot to phom—
graph, shoot all of it, and return it neatly to you is sur-
prisingly time-consuming| These detail phoms are
done at the beginning of the day because many of
them are items that you'll be wearing.

Ceremony details are usually photographed shortly
before the ceremony begms after the bride and her
bridesmaids have gone away to hide from guests.
When possible, it’s best to plan these photos for 30-45
minutes before the start of the ceremony, so that
guests are not in the photos. The reception space also
requires time in the room without g guests, SO we also
recommend that you plan about 15-20 minutes in your
wedding day timeline for us to photogr aph this space
before guests are allowed in to your reception.

Obviously, this all is a lot to think about! All of our
couples receive full photo timeline plannmg from us
throughout the process, but keeping a few of these
factors in mind early on can help you plan so that all

your tOp pl iorities are met!
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LLINES

WITITTIRST LOON

12:30pm-1:30pm: Bridal Details

SAMPLI

1:30pm-2:00pm: Bride Dresses

2:00pm-2:15pm: First Look

215pm-3:15pm: Wedding Party Portraits (All)
3:15pm-3:30pm: Family Portraits
3:3pm-4:00pm: Ceremony Details
4:00pm-4:45pm: Ceremony & dismissal

4:45pm-5:15pm: Bride & Groom Portraits

():OOPH’I’IO:OOPH’IZ Reception

WITHOUT TIRST LOON
12:30pm-1:30pm: Bridal Details Photo
r30pm-2:00pm: Bride Dresses
2:15pm-2:45pm: Bride & Bridesmaids Portraits
2:45pm-3:15pm: Groom & Groomsmen Portraits
3:15pm-3:45pm: Reception Details
3:45pm-4:00pm: Ceremony Details
4:00pm-4:45pm: Ceremony & Dismissal
4:45pm-5:00pm: Family Portraits
5:00pm-5:20pm: Wedding Party Portraits
5:20pm-6:00pm: Bride & Groom Portraits

():OOpﬂl*IO:OOPH’IZ Reception

STYLEGUIDI
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FIAVING TUN o
WEDDING

\X/eddmé, party bhotos are usually one of the most
jovful parts of tﬁe day. You'll have all your speual
people around you and it naturally resules in a lot of
smiling and laue hing. We hlghlv encourage joking and
laughter througiout this time - it’s a priority to us
that everyone has fun,! After shooting Weddmg parties
for vears, we've learned that there are a few small
things that make a big difference to how this part of
the ﬁvay goes!

You may have a lot of bridesmaids and groomsmen
who have been in w eddings before, or you might have
a ton of first-time wedding party members
Regardless they will probably starc formmg
expectations abourt W}hat the day is going to be like for
them! When it comes to phoms the more they know
in advance, the better. Wedding parties who have been
given speufm instructions about when to arrive at
each location, when to be ready, how long photos will
take and where they'll take plage are usually the
wedding parties thart are thplG\t and easiest to

photograph. Additionally, if wedding party members
Lave kids, make sure thev have arranged someone to
watch them for the entirity of photos (even if the kids
are flower girls or ring bearers - TRUST US on this
one!). Communicate the photo schedule several times
to your wedding party and confirm everything one
last time at your rehearsal the night before. This is a
great job for a maid of honor and best man!

PARTY

It shouldn’t be your job to make your wedding party
happv on your weddmg day (and occasionally, there is
just one bridesmaid or gmomsmen that is 16411\7 unco-
operative, but this is rare!). But planning for your
party to have a really fun day can also make your day
way more fun! Duung Wedng party portraits, we
suggest doing something little that will make them
more comfortable or at ease. This could mean bringing
along hand warmers or wool wraps if'it’s a cold wed-
ding day, finding a nearby place with shade on a hot
day, and maybe even brmé,mg some drinks for every-
one to enjoy Lhamp%ne toast, beer or even hort coffee
can be such a nice touch and Leep everyone happy!

One thing to avoid: serving food during photos. You
don’t want to worry about food in your teeth, chewing
dunng bhotos or too much interrupted time to break
for fooﬁ Many times, caterers will }brmg hors
d'oeuvres rlght as we begm weddmé, party photos.
While it’s a very kind g gesture, it ends up delaying the
weddlr% party from being in the photos and actually
going to the cocktail hour. Ask your caterer to hold off
on this, or only deliver food to the two of vou (after
the vveddmé party is at cockeail hour). This makes for
a smoother and faster transition! You won't regret it,
and your wedding party will love how quickly we
finish photos!

STYLEGUIDI
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WEDDINGS

We have been to a huge variety of ceremonies, folks!
Some as a guest, and many, many more as a
phomgmpiel We will be the first o tell you that the
most important part of your \Veddll’lé_’ day should be
your ceremony. Putting a lot of thought and effort
into what you are committing to the other person is
what matters first and foremost. With that it mind,
let’s talk about all the precty litcle details that can
create the most romantic setting & wow-worthy
ceremony!

Ideally, you're reading this before you've picked a
ceremony site. However, most muples already have a

eneral idea of where the ceremony will be before they
ﬁook a photogaphel so we've broken this article
down into sections based on the type of ceremony site
you may be umsldermg And if you're in between two
of these options, hopetully this will help you make a
final decision!

Churches & Chapels

This is the most classic and iconic place to get
married, isn't it? A church often holds the mosts
sennmenml value to couples and can be the
centerpiece that determines where and when

everyt ﬁmé else happens. If you're planning your
ceremony in a church, you pmlmblv already know
which church, which means my advice here will only
go so far. However, there are little things you can do
to the space to male it look extr a-special.

So, first: what is the ideal wedding chapel or
sanctuary? Photo-wise, the most beautiful churches for
Weddmgs have lots and lots of natural light and no
brightly colored carpets or pews (no red, green, etc.).
White walls are ideal, and a chapel that has a lot of
wood is lovely if there are large, bright windows. If it’s
possible to turn all the lights off without it being too
dark, definitley do it!

Mixed lighting is very unflattering - not just on
camera, ﬁut also to che eve. Open all the curtains and
let that natural licht in for the most beautiful photos
without overheadghghts!

While we highly encourage couples to pick a ceremony
site that holds signficance to them, we strongly
encourage against the big, dark, suditorium-like
churches with no windows and dark walls. It’s nearly
impossible to make these spaces bright or elengant,
and we will 100% need to use a flash. Unless you don’t

care much about your photos from the ceremony,
don't have a ceremony in a church like this!

If you do decide on booking a church, speak with the
coordinator about typical procedure. Can you open
the curtains entirely to let light in? Can you turn off
any overhead hé,hts to avoid mixed hghtmg7 What are
the rules for photography? It’s really important to get
this information before you book, so that you know
what to expect phomwwse. Some churches do not
allow the photographer anywhere near the front of the
ceremony, which makes it nnposslble to get a shot
from the front of the bride walking down the aisle.
Some churches require the photographer to stay seated
in one seat during the entire ceremony, which will
mean very limited photos and angles. We're flexible in
all of these situations, bur if you have a specific photo
that you're dreaming of Lnowm% church rules in ad-
vance is essential!

Finally, when vou've officially booked your ceremony,
it’s time to think about decor. Many churches and ~
chapels have natural charm and elegance, so decor
should be tasteful, simple and match the style of the
room. Floral arrangements at the front of the room
add a beautiful depth to the space, and so does
candlelight. It's a great idea to ask your florist to help
you plan the decor. Get his/her input, particularly if
thev have worked at the church before!
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Outdoor Ceremonies

There is so much to love about an outdoor ceremony!
Plan it correctly, and it’s the most beautiful setting to
say “I do.” Plan it poorly, and you may be disappointed
with the end resu}j (particularly the photos') There
are a few basic tips when plannmg an outdoor ceremo-
ny that will make a big difference in your photos.

As you've heard us talk about a lot in this guidebook,
natural light is the very first thing you should consider
when planning your outdoor ceremony. If it’s sunny on
your Weddmg Jay, where will the sun be? Will it beé in
your guests’ eves? Will it be in YOUR eyes? Will it be
at sunset, or in the middle of the day? Is there any
Siader All these Lgior aie things to consider as your
plan your ceremony!

A sunny, summer day at 2pm is not only going to be
hot, it’s also going to  have blinding, un attering light.
In DC the sun sets close to 9pm (ﬁlrmg the longest
days of the year. In the winter, the sun can set as early
as 4:45pm. Thats a huge range! In SWFL, the range
isn't quite as large, bur it still varies si mﬁgantlv
throughout the year. The best time to iave your out-
door ceremony is within the 2-3 hours before sunset.
This leaves enough time after the ceremony for golden

hour, yet takes advantage of the sinking sun so that
the hght is not too intense. If the ceremony has to be
outside in the middle of the day, there are a few
options that will help make it beautiful! We'll talk
more about that later!

The angle of the ceremony set up to the sun is also im-
ortant. Again, you don't want you or your guests to
}g blinded the entire time! The best angle for the sun
is when the couple is backlit at the alter. This means
that the sun is sEmmg at your guests, but it’s not di-
rectly behind you two. Off-center to the right or left
of the alter is the perfect location for the setting sun
during a ceremony! No one goes bhnd and you two

will be beautifully backlit!
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Another consideration in planniné, vour outdoor
ceremony is the surrounding setting. Many times,
venues have a set location where ceremonies rake
place. Sometimes this is great and the spot is perfect,
other times, not so much. Light shade from trees &
natural sulroundmés create a really lovely, soft light
which allows more flexibilicy for middle-of-che- div
ceremonies withourt the harsh light.

When you've figured out the light situation, you can
pick the location and start planning the demlls
Surprisingly, many beautiful outdoor locations can
end up looking rather plain without any decor. We
highly recommend some kind of decor at the alter -
whether it be a floral installacion, an arch, dr: Apmg or
a combination of any of these. Some ceremony views
are stunning and speak for themselves, but even these
can always be enhanced by flowers aloné the aisle,
candles or other tasteful additions to create a lush
beautiful space. And the bonus? You can also use the
alter as a backdrop for portraits!

Inside Your Reception Venue
Lastly, you may be planning a ceremony inside your
reception venue (posslblv as your Plan B - check out
pages 42-44 for more information about this!). Indoor
IGLGPUOH venues vary so widely compared to the last
two options, and so under smndm% how to make the
space }beaunful also varies widely! There are a few
guiding principles that will help in any situation.

Evaluate the size of the ceremony space. How many
chairs can fit comfortably in the space? Are there
room along the ends of the rows or multiple aisles? Is
it going to feel squeezed? For indoor spaces, the
bigger, the better. Tight, squeezed spaces not only
photograph poorly, ¢ iev are also uncomfortable for
guests! Additionally, if there isn't a lot of space at the
end of the rows, it will be harder to get close enough
to photograph major moments, like the processional,
vows & kiss.

If these moments are important to you, definitely be
sure that there is a path for a phoroEr 1pher to move
from front to back easily without having to go down
the center aisle!

Next, think about the light. Are there big windows?
Will thele be natural hgjt? Is your ceremony before or
after sunset? The biggest rule for indoor ceremonies is
not to mix light. This means that if there is natural
light (windows) then there shouldn’t also be overhead
lights on. Talk with the ceremony coordinator in
advance to be sure that you can avoid this mixed light.
Your skin tone will thank you!

Lastly, consider the color & style of the space. If the
floors or walls are anything but neutral-colored, this
may clash with your colors! Think about this well in
advance so it’s not a problem later on. Most indoor
spaces can benefit from additional, tasteful decor.
Flowers are always a good idea. A lush installment in
front will add life to your space and can totally
transform a ceremony. Candles and greenery 110n5 the
aisle and at the front also create a beauriful mood.

Things to avoid? An\'thmé fake. Fake candles and fake
flowers are a bad idea for any part of your day, but
particularly the ceremony. If vour venue doesn’t allow
open flames, ditch the ¢ andles entirely and stick with
florals. Can't swing the cost of all the extra flowers?
Consider using lots of greenery - like smilax or
eucalyptus. You can always ask your florist to help you
decide what's best for the space, too!

There is clearly a lot to think about when it comes to
planning a beautiful and photogenic ceremony. Again,
we'd like to add that the ceremony and your vows
absolutely should be a focus for you two! That's what
the day is all about - committing to one another for
life! The thlnE that ultimately makes a ceremony
wow-worthy is when a muple has thouéhtfullv
considered the gravity of this commitment. The
emotions and joy that comes from this are priceless!

STYLIGUIDE
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WORKING WITITYOUR

BY AVERY SNIPES
of Ash to Oak Floristry

Flowers have the ability to set the aesthetic tone of
your entire event and tie together the story you are
telhng on your wedding day. Knowing this, we
consider it an honor when a bride trusts us with her
wedding flowers. When we arrange for a wedding, we
know we are plavmg an important role in completing
the dream and vision for that day.

Choosing a Florist

Unless you have experience in the world of floral
demgn, it is hard to grasp the amount of thought and
time that is dedicated to each client. Behind the
beauty and creative design is a lot decision-making,
planning, research, and even mathematics! Being a
%orist is hard work, but we couldn’t love it more. We
want you to have an incredible experience with you
florist, too!

First, how do you know if a florist is a good fit?

C hoosmg the perfegt florist for your day involves a
mix of personality and creativity. Look for a florist
who cares about your vision, listens to you, and is
honest with you. "We recommend avoiding vendors
that do not value your vision, or that are ieawly
commercialized. We are bigs fans of the small business
community and have found a more professional and
personal touch with smaller or boutique venders.

At Ash to Oak, we strive to work with integrity,
honesty, and we always bring our A-game. We seek to
prowde beautifully crafted floral arrangements that
are uniquely railored to the vision of each client. We
love dreaming alongside our clients and discovering
how we can make tgelr day everything they had hoped
for. Taking time to understand our brides marters
immensely in our design process. We want each bride
to feel heard, understood, and celebrated as they work
wwith s, Be wre to fnd @ Herise thae cares sboue you,
your priorities and your vision!

12 TAVIEENROSE
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This also works conversely - be open and honest with
vour florist. We work for you anﬁ value your style,

ideas, & opinions. Any thought concern, or question
is somethmg we are happy to work through together!

If you're Wondermg when to book your florist, the
answer varies. Most clients boolk our services berween
6 months - 1 vear in advance of thelr wedding. Those
looking to take advantage of our a la carte services
have more flexibility and tend to book closer to their
wedding date.

Floral Style

Personally, we do not hold fast to one particular style
of floral deslgn or wedding. Instead, we create by
learning about who you are and \Vhdt you love, and we
work to emulate that unique beauty in your Weddmg
flowers. Some of our favorite stvles include whimsical,
romantic weddings, classic, elegant Weddmgs &
English garden—swle Weddmgs but again, we welcome
any and all ideas from our couples!

Finally, we love the way photography works in
conjunction with floral art. Have you ever seen a
photo of a flower arrangement or a bouquet that
makes your heart skip a beat? There is somethin
heartwarmmg about a bouquet of full, lush blooms.
The photos of your wedding day are visual memory
that you keep for vears to come. Ash to Oak

seeks to honor and enhance ”

these memories by K
providing stunning and
uniquely designed
wedding flowers. We
think there is something
magical about how
flowers don't last forever,
but are there just for a
brief time to bring you joy.
In wedding photos we see that
magic last just a liccle bit longer.
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WHAL TO DO

Particularly if any part of your wedding is outdoors,
the fear of rain has likely crossed your mind a wuple
times. Many couples worry about rain on their wed-
ding day. And whlle there is no way to control Mother
Nature, there are some very pracrical steps you can
take to prepare for the best ELW ever, reéardless of the
weather!

Plan Your Plan B

If you can't control the weather, the next best thing is
to have a killer bad\up plan‘ Most couples don’t put a
lot of thought or effort into a backup plan, and that’s
if they've even thought of one at all. Because we're
hopmg for clear skies and sun, the thought of plan-
ning for less-than-ideal weather stresses couples out,
SO tiev avoid it entirely. But, the truth is, this ends up
causing couples WAY more stress in the month before
the wedding! Even pelfegtlv beaurtiful weddmg days
sometimes 1% ave weather forecasts of rain & storms up
until the day before the weddmé Case in point: make
a Plan B if any part of your day is outdoor, includin
portraits (whmﬁ, if you're workmg with me, will be.%.

L1 LAVIEENROSE
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Portraits in the Rain?

We recommend that every muple in every season,
plans at least a short amount of time outrdoors for por-
traits in natural hght Our opinon is the more natural
hght the better. If possible, we will do all formal por-
traits (family, wedd}mg party, bride & groom) outside
to take Advanmge of beautiful natural light.

Durmg the wedding plannmg process, many couples
ask us: “What happens if it rains? Will we still mie
photos outside?” To which we always answer: What a
great question! If it rains on your Weddmg day, this
does not mean we have to ditch the outdoors and nat-
ural light. But it does mean that there needs to be a
plan in place before the day-of!

The truth is that rainy day hght often ploduges
incredibly beautiful portraits. The soft, diffused light
hlghhghts skin beautifully, if used LOHeLth However,
vou don’t want to get rained on on your Weddmg day,
espeuallv if portraits are before the ceremony. You
also want a beautiful location that you love, not a
last-ditch effort at the outdoors.

Ch()()slng Rainy Locations

Even if you Alreadv have started makmg your Plan B,
the next logical question is what type of plages are
ideal for portraits on a rainy day? There are a few key
elements to look for in the perfeu rainy portrait spot
(which are going to sound familiar if you read pages

29-30).



Option 1: Covered, Outdoors

The first recommendation we make for muples Plan B
portrait location is an outdoor space that is covered.
However, not all verandas are created equal. If you
choose a covered outdoor location, make sure it has
high ceilings (2+ stories are ideal) and lots of white or
cream-colored space (floors, walls, ceiling!). Red brick,
dark wood or colorfully painted WJHS will reflect ugly
light on your skin and should be entirely avoided!

Also, be sure that the space is larger enough o fit all
the people who awill be in the phOtos If you have a
wedding party with 18 people, it needs to be a really
large space. Somtimes, really large covered spaces (like
gazebos) end up bemg very ‘dark, even when painted
white. The taller the Lﬁllll’lg the better' And remember
that che Lelhng and ground reflect just as much light
as walls, so again, stick to bright, neutral-colored
spaces!

Option 2: Clear Umbrellas

Another option has a lot of caveats, but it is well
worth your consideration! If it does rain on your
Weddmg day, we can always continue Plan A with the
assistance of clear umbrellas. Some venues even have
these on site! This works best when there is shelcer
from the rain nearby, the rain isn’t too heavy and
there are pathways (instead of havmg to walk through
the gm%s) We love shoomng in the rain wich umbrel-
las, so if you're up for it, so are we!

Option 3: Indoors With Large Windows

The thlrd option we recommend to couples making a
rain plan is a large, indoor space with huge windows.
Again, this space will ideally have high ceilings, white
or light-colored walls and floors, ‘m(flots of natural
light. It also needs to have a lot of space to fit your

wedding party.

Let’s be honest: many wedding venues do not have a
space as desribed here, so a lot of couples will end up
just saying “oh well” and continuing to make their
venue space their Plan B. But you are smart and are
making your Plan B really farin advance. This means
that you can research nearby areas and find the very
best option for Plan B. We Blghlv encourage you to
look at any and all nearby options that fit any of the
three options.

No matter where you're gettmg married, you will want
a beautiful space for portraits. Even 1fvou ditch the
wedding party and just have portraits of the two of you
taken at a third location, you will not regret it. (,ouples
love the photos they see on our website and social
media because of the way we use natural light, which is
why we work with my Louples to find the most ideal
spots, rain or shine! Consider these factors as you
search, and let us know if you need any help or feed-

back!
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Ceremony & Reeeption

About half of all ceremonies that we photogmph at
HBP are outdoors, which means half of our Weddmgs
each vear have the potential to have a last-minute
ehange of plans. Outdoor weddin

ceremonies are genemllv really beautiful. The
combination of natural light, nature, stunning views
and how the venue has landscaped and decorated can
create a truly beautiful scene. As a photographer, we
absolutely love outdoor ceremonies!

But, there is always risk involved. If you're
absolutely in love with your outdoor
ceremony location, you mlght
have already started worrying
about the weather. The very
best thing you can do is

find a second, weather-
friendly location that

you also love. It may

seem obvious, but a

lot of couples skip

the research on d}ﬁeir

backup location.

There are so many
hossibilities - a

}weautiful chapel, an

outdoor, covered space,

or even a tent are all

great options. Your

venue may also have

some options - spots that
may not look that pretty at &
firse glance, but can be :
transformed with a little 1
planning! It may feel like overkill

to make two separate ceremony plans.
And it some ways, it is. You're onlv going

R——

to need one of those two plans. But even if you have a

perfectly sunny day, you will be so glad you made a
Plan B leadmg up to “the wedding day every time you
check the weather!

6 LAVIEENROSE

It’s a little more unusual, but if you're having an
outdoor reception, you absolutelv need a really strong

Plan B!

TVPILAHV outdoor receptions have some type of
eovermg whether it be a large tent, covered structure
r partially-indoor party. So, unless you're plannmg a

we dmg in the deserts of Las Vegas (and if even if vou
are, in which case we hope we're working together
because I love the desert!), then vou should

come up with a specific, detailed and
solid plan of exactly what to do in the
case of inclement weather.

Even with a LOT of planning
months in advance, this can
be an overwhelming and

\ stressful level of work!
Any time there is an
outdoor Wedding
ceremony or reception,
we hlghlv recommend
working with a Weddmg
planner. It is worth

every penny to have
someone else running

the show and helping you
make the very best plan for
all different types of
weather situations.

Prioritize your Plan B, make it
important early in the plannmg
process. Think through what
your perfeet day would look like if there
was rain, and make arrangements far in
advance so that, if needed you can make it hﬁppen'

And work with a Weddmg planner so that those details

can be implemented by a professional who has made
rain plans many, many times!
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MANING TTEMOST OF

L)

PORTRAITS

Our second shooters and interns have heard ussay it
many times: family porcraits are most commonly the
most stressful part of the day for a couple. One of
our top pummes when kamg with enEaged
couples is to eliminate any and all stress from their
Wed}dmg day, partmularly when it comes to photos!

However, your flancé’s mom or a rouge uncle with
a camera can sometimes throw a wrench in the
plans unexpectedly. Not to worry! There are ways
to avoid all of this. Tt just takes a little bit of
careful planning and clear communicating with
the people who matter most . ..

SIYLIGUIDE A7



WEDDINGS

First, let’s talk about you two: what family photos do
vou want? Maybe vou don’t even know how to answer
this question. Before you get anyone else involved in
family photo deusxon/mj\mg, have a conversation as
a muple You'll actually receive a questionnaire from
us which includes a family photo checklist with all the
different family combinations to choose from. Look at
this together - ‘which photos really matter to you? Do
you really need a photo with each of your five

\11’)111’15% individually, or do you just want a group
photo with all of them? Think through the family
phoms that will mean the most to you - that you rll
frame and cherish for vears. Don’t over-think i, eicher.
The checklist is long, that doesn't mean you need every
one of those combinations. We suggest LhOO\ll’li_’ a
maximum of 10 different family combinations. Once
you select these options, stick to them as a couple.

We strongly advise u)uples that extended family -
aunts, uncles & cousins - should not be included in
this first portrait list. If these photos are important to
you, then save them for the reception. It’s much easier
to get a bigger group together by having the MC
mj\es an announcement than it is to get everyone to-
gether right before or after the ceremony. Bands & DJs
are generally happy to make this announcement for
you, especially }uunéﬁ dinner or before danuné and
Formalities have begun. You'll save yourself time and a
huge headache by ﬁnr% it this Way!

Many times, parents will want some say in the family
phoms Thls is totally understandable and reasonable,
and we suggest letmn% your parents share their re-
quests after you two have had a conversation and
made your own decisions. At this point, you can
respeufullv hear out your families and then take these
considerations in to account when you two are alone.
Clear communication in advance is key with your
family members. Let them know exactly what photos
will be taken on the w edding day (better vyet, send
them the list!).

Remind them a few days before the wedding of this
pre-determined list. Make it clear that any additions
to the list will have to happen during the reception,
when extended family photos are taken. Generally,
family members are a joy to work with when they
know what to expect. Set clear expectations and ‘make
decisions as a couple, away from t}he rest of the family.

18 TAVIEENROSE

When it comes to the setting for family phoms we
recommend following the same plmuples as for
wedding party & portraits of the two of you. Think
about the light & location. However, there are a few
additional considerations to make your day more
relaxed. First, pick a spot that is close to the ceremony
site. Because we're dealing with a large group of
people, it’s usually much easier and more smooth to
plan the location very closely or right at the ceremony
site.

If you're planning for family photos directly after the
ceremony, then tiev need to i\now Again, clear
communication is Ley to a stress-free day. Let your
families know exactly where they need to be. Make
sure that they know not to lmger with guests (there
will be plentv of time for that right after photos
finish!). \Wea{dmg planners and coordinators will often
gnde the wedding party and family directly to a

“hiding place” right after the recessional, until & guests
have exited your ceremony. We cannot recommend
this h%hlv en()u5h' Not only does it get things movmg
quickly for photos, but you “also get a sweet, private
moment with all the people who matter the most to
you right after the ceremony concludes. Finally, you
may also want to assign a Wmné,ler from each side of
the family. A loud, assertive brother or sister is ideal
for chis position. Aslk them to male sure everyone is
accounted for right before photos begin, and have
them quickly gather anyone who wandered off.

Lastly, let’s talk about children. If you have nieces,
nephews or any immediate family members who are
under the age of 10, photos can be a Lhallenge' After
aving to sit still for an extended period of time at the
ceremony, children are usually not excited to have
their phoms taken. This absolutelv does not mean that
you should exclude them! However, we do suggest that
we don't spend more than a minute or two trying to
get little ones to smile or behave. Kids will be kids,
and the more you try to get them to act like an adult
the less they’ 1l actually listen! You'll be more relaxed
and enjoy your family time more if you have the realis-
tic expectation that kids might not behave for photos.

Has all of this made you a little nervous about family
hhotos? Don't let it. We share all of ¢his so that vou'll
}ve able to avoid any potential family scress. As long as
you communicate clearly and have a plan, your family
portraits will be a breeze!
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Our time with just the two of you is often one of the
most relaxed, en)owble moments of the day. The goal
dulmg this time is to allow you two to enjoy the
excitement of being husband & wife, share Bugs &
kisses and celebrate vour leldmonshlp We'll approach
this time from an editorial berspective, giving you
light direction and posing, f’)ut also allowmg you to
relax and enjoy each other’s s company. This will allow
us to create the authentic, artistic, beauriful i images
that you'll love forever and ever!

Location

Because this might be the only time all day that the
two of you are alone (except for us!), we snongl\'
encourage you two to plan on spot that is away from
guests, famdv and the wedding party. This doesn’t
necessarily mean leaving your venue, but venture out a
licele furcher on the venue’s property.

It’s important to us that you communicate your ideas
and favorite spots for portraits in advance so we can
do our research and pick the very best spots with the
prettiest light. We'll ask you abour this long before the
wedding day, and you can always change your mind if
you come up with a new idea! As we research your
venue, we'll be looking to find the most beauriful
scenery with the most flattering light. While boch
factors are important, we'll always prioritize light over
backdrop. Depending on the time of day, some
locations that seem like they'll be beauriful are
actually harsh and unatcractive to photograph if there
is direct sunhé,ht (we've already mﬁ\ed about this on
pages 29-30). If you have any questlons about whether
Or Not a bad\dmp would work, i just ask!

Timing

If you're having a first look earlier in the day, we'll plan
on stealing you away for ro-15 minutes during éolden
hour to get ‘those o gorgeous, glowing images you've seen
on my website. This will often be right before or during
cockrail hour, or it may be durmg dinner at your recep-
tion! If you decide agamst a first look, you'll need to
plan more than 1o-15 minutes after the ceremony for
photos of just the two of you.

We ask couples to plan 30-45 minutes for their portraits
total. This may be split between the first look time and
golden hour, or it may all occur at the same time, after
the ceremony. 45 minutes is usually a lictle more time
than needed; but because they are some of the most
memmnt phoms of the dav we plan extra cushion
time 5o you can relax and not stress if anything else
runs late! This also allows you time to prep and be ready
for your grand entrance to your reception.

Above all other photos during the day, this is the time
that you should guard and protect the most. Don’t
squeeze it in to other parts of the day and don't
shorten it - trust us, you'll regret it if you do!
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DECOR &DETALLS,

Within the first few weeks of being engaged, you
probably saw more wedding styles than you thought
possible on Pinterest. Choosmg colors, btyle theme
and design is overwhelming, and brmgmg your vision
to life may seem daunting and even 1mposslble (which
is why we hlghly recommend a wedding planner')
Within this guidebook, there are tons of amazing style
tips for your wedding day, yet we couldn’t come close
to covering it all! In this article, we'll be sharing gener-
al ideas about what makes a reception space look
beautiful, regardless of any specigc vision or theme.

Let’s start with what we have: you venue space. It may
be a big, white tent. Maybe it’s a historic mansion
with a large ballroom. It could be indoor, outdoor,
city-chic, rustic, modern, historic, industrial - che list
goes on. Before you even begm to plan the decor, you
must consider what would and would not fit Wlth the
style of your venue space. It sounds obvious, but it’s a
9urpr151ngly overlooked detail. Making a visit to see
the space right before deciding on a more specific
theme or style for your wedding is a great idea to get
inspired - and be sure to bring your wedding planner
along, too!
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YOURRECEPTION

After you've established the style and mood of your

Weddmg venue, you can narrow down the stvle of your

decor, too. Thifs 35 great time to start envisioning a
color palette It doesn't need to be anything too
specific - just a few geneml colors you love and that
would look gorgeous in the space. Personallv we're a
huge fan of a lot of neutrals & greens with small pops
of color. Take a week or two to continue considerin
your color palette and when you've finally decided on
it, don't stray from it. Too many different colors or
stvles will clash and confuse your guests. Choose your
theme, style & vision for color, and stick with it.

Next, our very favorite detail at any Weddmg floral
deslgn Flowers can dramatically transform a space
from plam or drab to stunnmglv beautiful.
Communicate with vour florist about your vision
early on and ask his/her opinion about how to
decorate your reeepmon Flowers don’t end at
bouquets and centerpieces, and the possibilities for
reception florals are endless. Our favorite floral
additions to a reception space are hanging
installations & lush table garlands. If a beautiful
reception space is important to you, don’c skimp on
the ﬁowers!

Like anv creative endeavor, the little details are often
what make a wedding stand out, mal\mg it unique and

special. Personal touches of your favorite things
included in desserts, Weddmg favors, your guest book,
or eenterpleees give your wedding dlstmemon and
unique beauty. We love when couples include menus,
escort cards, seating charts, table numbers, and Other
small demlls because the Weddm feels so mueh more
personal. Get creative and includge elements chat are
meaningful to you as a couple and as individuals.
Again, these are general concepts, not specific ideas.
We recommend working with a planner to brmg your
style to life, particularly if you have a vision for stvle
burt are overwhelmed with how to bring it to life!

We'd be remiss if we didn’t mention some details that
should be avoided. Lighting should be carefully
considered. Avoid colored uplighting (it photographs
terribly!). We also recommend avoiding cheesy sig-
nage. Most of those phrases are cliché or over-done.
Totally not unique or personal!

If you DIY anything, do a test run before i investing in
the project as a whole. DIY can easily look DIY, if you
know what we mean! And, it can often be just as
expensive as hlrmf a professlonal' Before you invest in

a DIY project, make sure it will look exeepmonal
Reception decor is a lot to think about. Maybe you've
hel ved a friend with her wedding or have been to lots

lots of Weddmgs before your own and have a
reallv clear idea of what you want your wedding to
look like. However, most of us don't! If you want a
truly breathmkmg reception and are concerned about
pulhng it off, a wedding planner is definitely the way
to go!

We're also always on call to give advice or input on

any or all of your wedding style concerns and encour-
age all our eouples to share their ideas with us!

STYLIGUIDE
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Our Reception Philosophy

At the reception, we will shoot truly documentary-style
and capture the moments as they happen We tvpmallv
don't take posed photos of guests at each table or

individual couples unless it’s requested, so let us know if

this is somethmg that is important to you! It’s also great
to know in advance if their are any VIPs that you defi-
nitely want candids of - we can make a note of them
and be sure to capture them dancing &

socializing.

It’s important to us to capture all the highlights of the
evening. It’s also important to us that your guests feel
relaxed & comforta%wle when the camera is around,
which means we're careful and selective about when the
camera flashes. Particularly in the last hour or two of
the evening, we tend to take fewer photos on the dance
floor. At that point, most, if not all, the guests are in
several photos that we've alreadv ml\en We wait for

special moments (grandma on the dance floor, the bride
ilanung with her new father-in-law, somebod\' domé, a
ridiculous dance move) to shoor, pdmentlv waiting
without ovelwhelmmg guests. We mention this to
couples because sometimes there are special moments to
watch for toward the end of the evening. We don’t want
to miss a thmg s0 let us know what you have planned
(particularly if ic’s a surprise to others) so we can be
ready at precisely the right moment!

OO0 LAVIEENROSE

Planning Your Exit

You may be doing a planned exit with sparklers,
confertti or something else fun. If this is the case,
please be sure to let us know! We'll be able to get
things set up a few minutes before you leave to be
ready for your grand exit.

Sparklers, in particular, take a little extra planning to
truly achieve }beaunful photographs. Believe it or not,
the sparlxlers you pumhase make an enormous
difference! 36-inch “smoleless” sparklers are the abso-
lute best opmon They last much longer, are safer and
don't create a giant cloud of smoke. Youll also only
need one per guest.

Obviously, your venue will need to approve the spar-
klers, but you will also wanrt to be sure to find an open
space that will be safe for the exit. The very last thmg
you want happening at the end of your Weddmg is
your hair or ‘1}1688 to catch on fire or someone get sick
from the smoke (we've seen both!)! A big space will
give guests plentv of room to spread out and keep
their distance from yvou two as you exit. Also, we
strongly recommend de\lé_,l’ldtlné_, a family member or
frlené_v to be a monitor, makm% sure anyone who is in-
toxicated does not receive a spnl\ler Agam vou don’t
want your dress or hair to catch on fire!
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Some great spml\ler alternatives include throwing
glitter or confetti, white balloons with glow sticks
inside, streamers, pom-poms or flower pemls There
are so many beaumful ways to plan an exit, and you
definitely don’t need spnl\lers to achieve gorgeous exit
photos!

You will definitely want 4-6 guests to help you with
your planned exit, espeuallv if you're using sparklers.
These helpers should assist in getting guests out the
door and lined up, creating two long rows on either
side of the pathway. The pathway should be pretty
wide, espeuallv with sparklers, so that no one is in
danger of being burned! You will also want to be sure
to have several lighters (4-8 is a good number,
depending on the number of guests) so that your
helpers can spread out and help light spaﬂ\lels as
quickly as possible.

Many venues will have designated stafl members that
are accustomed to helping with wedding exits, so be
sure to check with your venue coordinator in advance
to see if chis is the case!

If your wedding will be ending after we leave for the
evening, that’s no problem! There is no need to pay for
extra hours just to get those shots - it’s actually very
easy to get those photos without waiting until the end
of the evening! We'll have you gather up your wedding
party & parents right before we leave, and you'll do
your exit as planned with this g group. of people We'll
shoot the whole group, and you won't even be able to
tell it wasn’t the end of the evenmg' This is a grear idea
even if we are staying until the end of the evening, be-
cause it allows you to do a quick exit test-run and the
most important people end up front-and-center in the
photos!
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PRESERV NG

YOUR WEDDING DAY

MEMORIES

Considering we're photographers, maybe it’s obvious
that your use of your photos matters immensely to us.
But in our modern age of’ teghnologv couples often to-
tally miss out on making the most of their beautiful
Weddmg day phoms (and for the record, we highly
recommend all forms of online & social sharmé ).

There’s a lot of ways to use your wedding photos and it
may be difficult to narrow down what you'll actually
love versus what you see offered online. You can use
your photos to create a photo album, wall art, a box of
prints, and more. Personally, we think the two best
ways you can use your phoms are to remember your
relamonshlp & tell your love story. Remembermg may
involve a lar ge, framed print in your bedroom or a
small print of your husband on your desk at work
(we've got both!). Telling your love story Inlé_,ht mean a
lengthy Weddmg album or a simple box of prints on
your coffee table.
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Regardless, you'll want to both cherish the memory
privately as a couple, and share the story with the
people you love most. Think about what makes the
most sense for you and act on it shortly after you re-
ceive your phoms from your phomgmpher The best
time is when youre nerV married, excited about the
wedding day and ready to share!

Every photographer is different in what they offer and
allow photo-wise. Our personal phllosoph\' is that
couples deserve printing rights to their photos - so ba-
sically, you can jo whatever yvou want with them! We
offer custom-crafted Weddmg albums, prints & books,
but you're more than welcome to use your own print-
ing services to create something umque‘ We'd love to
work with you to create something beautiful and
worthwhile.
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1 TING YOUR WEDDING

PUBLISITD.

THEINSIDESCOOP

Your wedding day is a huge deal, and many couples
desire to share it with che world‘ Particularly because
we've been published many times before, u)uples often
ask us if cheir \Veddll’lé will also be pubhshed' While
we make every effort to photograph the Weddmg
beautifully, gorgeous whomgmphs only go so far in

etting a Weddmg pufwhshed If you're a couple who's
Eopmé to see their wedding in a magazine or on their
favorite blog this article will outline all my best tips
for making it happen!

So, what are publications looking for? Before we dive
in to any of tie speuhu about your wedding day, the
first thmg to consider is what exactly a weddmg pubh—
cation is looking for in a potential Weddmé feacure.
And we've found that most people have no idea!
Common guesses: a bunch of amazing portmns of the
u)uple really beautiful people, a really expensive re-
ception, the list goes on. The truch is that publications
are lookmg for tgmgs that will inspire other u)uples —
their primary readers. So what, exactly, are these in-
spirational thmgs? Details.

Details - unique details, to be specific - are the key to
getting pubhshed Publications generally ask for
100-150 photos from a wedding to consider for
publication. Of these photos, they ask that 80% be
detail-focused!

00 LAVIEENROSI

That means 80% of the photos submitted are not really
focused on the couple, fwut the details that made the
wedding unique! T}ns really is shocking to many peo-
ple-focused photogra shers. After all, che W@ddmg is
ultimately all about tLe couple, so youd think their
horeraits would be the most 1mp0rmnt‘ And while a
Landful of stunnmg ortraits are important to a pub-
lication, they aren’t the essential aspect of what makes
a Weddmg pubhshable

PIACES WENT
PEEN PUBLISIED.

STYLEME PRETTY
MARTHA STEWART WEDDINGS
RUFFLED
GREY LIKES WEDDINGS
WASHINGTONIAN
WEDDINGWIRE
WHAT'S UP WEDDINGS
CARATS & CAKE
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You may be wondering what details, specifically, are
important. The short answer is all of tiem And the
more, the merrier! A unique color palette lots of
ﬂoml installations, wedding invitations & paper
goods, sxénage ceremony set-up & decor, venue
selection, interesting fearured cockrails & desserts,
bridesmaids & g groomsmen apparel, your wedding
shoes . . . the list goes on! Publications love to see a lot
of unique, inspiring details because it gives their
readers somet}hiné fresh and new. Readers and viewers
of wedding publications are mostly engaged muples
so the publication wants to be the ¢ go-to source for the
newest, freshest ideas! Make your Weddm% unique
with tons of personal details to give it the best chance
of being on tie front page of your favorite magazine
or blog!

Personal touches on a wedding day don’t stop at the
visual details. Wedding publications also love personal
stories! How did you meet? Why did you choose your
venue and date? Why did certain personal details
mean so much to you on your Wejdmg day? Telling
your story is a great way to add per sonality to a
submission anﬁvweddméﬁ publications will love it!

Working with Your Photographer

Usually, photographers & wedding planners will
submirt tLen‘ couples’ \Veddll’lé to publications for you.
There are a few specific things that couples can do for
their photographer that make it so much more likely
that t}heir wedding will end up on their favorite
publication!

First, your photographer needs time to photograph all
ehase details we-mentionsd previously. As we work
through your timeline planning, you may be tempted
to cut out the time planned for these detail photos. If
getting published is a priority to you, don't do this!

Make sure to leave us plenty of time to shoot your
bridal details before tﬁe ceremony, your ceremony
details, and your regepnon details before guests are let
in to the spage' If chis is a time concern, ask your
planner or venue about getting the ceremony or
1egept10n space set up early so that we can phomgmph
it long before guests arrive or cockeail hour begins.

You'll also want to provide your photographer with a
full list of vendors who worked on vour wedding day -
down to the designer of your \Veddll’lé dress,
calligrapher, and shoe brand. The more vendors, the
better! We send all of our couples a separate fmm
where they can fill out this information, so be sure to
take the time to remember all the people who made

your day special when you complete this form!

As always, we highly recommend hxrmé a wedding
planner for your wedding day! The ma;orm* of
weddings we photograph with a full service planner
are published because planners know how to bring the
details together and also how to prepare them to be

photographed.

Finally, it’s worth noting that every pubhunon is
different. Submission guidelines, style preferences, and
publication schedules will vary dependm on the
publication itself. If you're interested in jvomé, all the
work to submit to a pubhumon on your own, be sure
to let your photographer & Weddmg planner know (so
they don’t submit to other publications) and carefully
review the submission guidelines.
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INTRODUCTION

ENGAGEMENTS

An engagement session is a time for you to celebrate
your relationship & get comfortable being in front of
the camera together. Beautiful phorogmpis and feel-
ing confident about your wedding day are the result!

Our engagement sessions are relaxed and full of
laughter. While your wedding day may be filled with
those same elements, your engagement session is a
time u)mpletelv free of any other pressures. Because
our schedule is flexible, we'll plan your session around
sunrise or sunset - whatever you pxefer This will give
us the most beautiful light! We encour age all of our
couples to pamper themselves on the day of their
engagement session, too. Take the day off from work,
go to the spa, get your hair & mal\eup done, go out for
a fancy date mght afterwards - whatever it is that
helps you relax & feel beautiful, this day is all about
you two!

The session is also a chance for us to get to know each
other. Let’s be honest: having your photo taken
professionally is pmbablv not something you do
regularly, and it might feel a little weird at firse! Well
over half of all our muples tell us that they’re nervous
at the be%mnmﬁﬁ of their session. It’s our pmomtv that
vou feel 100% comfortable and confident in front of our
lens on your weddm% dav, so this session will shake out
any lmgelmé feelings of ‘discomfort or nerves about
photos' We'll get to know your personalities & photo
pr eflelenges and you'll get to know us and how we
work.

Afterwards, we love to hear feedback from you! Which
of your engagement phoros are your favorite? What
were you most comfortable with? Was there Anvthm%
that felt uncomfortable? All this feedback (and more!)
will help usplan for the most perfect wedding day for

you.

-THE LVER TEAM

STYLEGUIDI
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A lot of couples don’t even know where to start when
plannmg their engagement session. They see other
sessions that they love, but wonder how to create
somethmg that is uniquely their own! We will be the
first person to tell you that beautiful, unique features
& artention to derail should not just be reserved for
the wedding day! Your engagement session will be as
simple or elaborate as you dream, but either way, it
will be a reflection of you.

Over the vears, we've learned that there are small
thmg% that couples can do in preparation for their
session that mﬁte a tremendous ﬁlfferenge in the end
results!

Start by Lreatmg a Pinterest mood board for your en-
gagement session and start pinning, This is entirely for
the purpose of identifying your favorite colors and
stvle not photography poses or editing style. So pin
p otos oflfeautlful locations, colors that you love, hair
& makeup ideas & outfits that stand out. When you're
finished, observe. What are the common themes? Is
there a speuﬁc look that keeps showing up? Use this
as the basis for your theme.

Next, choose three words that describe the style that
you've seen develop on your Pinterest board. Don't
overthink i it, either - just start writing all the words
that come to mind. Narrow them down until you find
the best three. Get comfortable with those words, and
get excited! You've started to establish your
engagement style!

Finally, gather details that enhance your session - it
could be a plege of jewelry, a basket full of flowers, a
beautiful pair of heels or handwritten letters to one an-
other. It d}oesnt have to be elaborate and it doesn’t have
to be perfegt but it will add a unique, special touch to
your session - one that will make t%e memory of your
session meaningful well after the wedding dav'

Obviously, there is are some other elements (outfits,
location, etc.) that will play into the style of your
engagement session, but each of those deserve their
own article! Youll fmd that information in the follow-
ing articles. Happy planning!
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What Time is Best for an Engagement Session?

First thing’s first: the best and most ﬂattermg light is
at golden our - the time right after sunrise and right
before sunset. As mentioned, we'll schedule your
session around this time so that you receive the most
beautiful images possible.

There is no advantage light-wise to one over the other.
However, sunrise sessions are a great option for
locations that are tourist-y or busy because they are
usually empty in the earlv morning. They are also the
best option in the hottest months of the year, when
the temperatures in the evening can be uncomfortablv
hot. Sunset sessions are great for couples who are
absolutely, 100% not morning people. They are also the
best optlon in the coldest months of the year, when
morning temperatures are too frigid for outdoor
photos!

Many couple
schedule ¢

to offer

2 g il

wedding and are not under a deadline or time
constraints, we suggest choosing the time of year with
elemmenes e you would like to incorporate in your
photos. Think about the dress, atmosphere, and props
that make sense with your vision (more on outfits in a
tew pages!). If you find yourself with a limited amount
of time and onl} one season as an option, no worries.
Again, every season is beautiful in its own way and has
so much to offer!

In DC, autumn is the most popular time of year. May
and June can also be qu1te busy. In SWFL, the winter
is most popular If you're hopmg for a session at a
busier time of year, it is a good idea to get a date on
the calendar earlier, and also be open to a weekday
session! Most of our fall engagement sessions happen
on Mondays-Thursdays because our weekends are en-
tirely filled with Weddmgsl Keep this in mind as you
are planning your session.

Depending on the weather on the day of our session,
we may move the session a half~hour earlier or later
than orlgmallv scheduled. For that reason, we will
have vou schedule 2 full hours for our session. We will
use the extra half hour, before or after, for your
pre-wedding consultation.

Nort all Loupleb plan on using their engagement images
as a part of their wedding details, but if you are, you
will want to plan your session timing auordmglv Our
turn-around time for engagement phoros is 2-3 weeks,
s0 i’s a good idea to book your session at least one

ith before you need your photos!
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Choosing a Location That is Uniquely You

As you think about which locations may be best for an
engagement session, refer back to your Pinterest mood
board. Did you pin a lot of images “with beauriful
architecture & white marble? Or maybe you pinned
images with a lot of colorful flowers and o breenerv?
Your mood board is your best friend! Refer to it as you
narrow down your options.

Another detail to consider is when you've decided to
schedule your session. A beauriful, colorful ¢ 541den will
probablv be rather brown & dead in the winter in DC,
so it may be best to choose a different option for your
winter session. Likewise, if what you love the most
about a location is the warm fall colors of the trees but
your session is in May, Leep in mind that that location
is going to look way different than the image you
pinned! It sounds so obvious, but it’s actually a very
over-looked detail that muld leave you feehr% a licele
disappointed if not considered in advance!

Use your photographer as a resource as you start
pxd\mE locations. Share with us your vision & dreams
for vour session, and we will pmwde vou our best
recommendations for locations. We can also ¢ gwe yvou
the heads-up on locations that require a permit or
locations that we can get into because of our personal
network! Togethel we will find the perfect place to
carry out your vision.

One last element that can add depth and senti-
mental value to your session: including an activity.
It doesn’t have to be complex. Maybe you love
drinking wine

together - bring a bottle & two Qﬁﬂeﬂ and we'll
(subtly) pop a bottle of Lhampagne for a photo. Or
he got you flowers for your first date - bring a
lictle

bouquet and we'll incorporate it in your photos.
Some u)uples even go to s%mhunt locations -
like the coffee shop where they went on their firs
date, or the dreamy overlook where he proposed.
We’re not one for over-doing it with dramatic
symbols, but don’t be afraid to add this sentimen-
tal element to your session!

Finally, don’t let yourself be limited to the ideas
you have seen friends or family members try for
their own engagement session. The very best, most
beautiful (and fun!) sessions are unique and cre-
ative. And if you're feeling stuck, let us know.
We'll brainstorm together!

For additional information on what elements

create a beautiful photo location, check out the ar-
ticle on pages 28-30!
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C REALTING

LT LOON,

ENCAGEME
SISSIONSTYTE

Choosing what to wear and how to coordinate with one
another is probably the biggest challenge that couples face
when planning for their engagement session. Your wardrobe
suddenly seems so much smaller and more limited, doesn’t
it? The good news is that there are so many ways to make
outfits, old & new, look fantastic in photos. Our suggestions
in this article will assist in sparking some ideas and also
discourage you from common mistakes!

The Basics

Before we get into the nitty-gritty of outfit-planning,
you should once again Lonsuir the details you alre: ady
have in place. You'll want to make a final decision on
location before nailing down outfits, because the
backdrop of your photos will affect the outfits & style
you choose! Think abour the vibes & gener: al colors of
the location you've chosen. Is there a lot of white stone
& regal architecture, like at the D.C. Memorials? Are
there tons of intricate details, a variety of buildings &
vibrant colors, like the streets of Old Town Naples? Is
there tons & tons of natural greens, like in a garden or
park? Think about what is surroundmg vou and use
this as a base to gauge what kind of outfits will look
best. Your Pinterest mood board will also be your best
friend as you look for inspiration!

Look back through the ideas and photos you pmned
You might just find the perfegt outfit inspiration here]
As we mentioned in a previous article, use this
engagement session as an excuse to pamper yoursel
Buy a new outfits, splurge on hair & ma].}ceup and gg
your nails done!

In{-%ener al, think this out in advance and play with

different options. Talk to each other and make
decisions beforehand so that you are both happy 4
and comfortable with your choice! And, of ‘e,
course, make decisions based on what you feel best
in! Feeling comfortable & confident is essential!

O8 LAVIEENROSI

Colors & Patterns

We get so many questions about what colors to wear!
Luckily, there are a few essential rules thac will
LOI’I[III’)UKG to making you look extra-beautiful.

Start with the basics: neutrals are your best friend. You

don’t have to be completelv monochromatic, but using

neutral colors as a base is a great way to start! Black,

nude, white, cream & grey are favorites. Cool colors like
navy, emer: 1ld dusty blue & burgundy compliment

be: 1ut1fullv P: 116 o astels are also a great option!

Colors to avoid: solid shades of neon, hot pink and
bright purple' While there’s nothing wrong with these
colors in and of themselves, these tons tend to reflect
uglv light onto your face & skm You can use small pops
of these colors (like below!), but don’t wear them as

your base!
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Next, Textures & Patterns. When we were newer
phomgmphers we thought patterns were a no-no for
photos, but we were so wrong! The addition of tex-
tures & patterns to your outfit is actually the best way
to create a look that has depth and stvle We highly
encourage couples to choose a mixture of patterns,
textures & solids for the outfits. Don’t be afraid to
pick a dress with floral print or a bold, patterned tie.

Finally, bring it all together with both outfits in mind.
The Lev? Coordinate, don’t macch.

Lookmg back at that Pinterest mood board, you might
notice that there are a handful of colors that “show up
a lot. Choose a basic color palette (a few neutrals &
one or two pofs of color) and stick to these and make
sure you coordinate.

Apparel Options

There are a lot of options for type of dOthmg‘ It might
teel a little overwhelming - especially if you're like us,
and you love SO many different styles!

So before we go any further, we want you to think
about what flatcers your bodv type most. More than
likely, you already know what vou do and don’t feel
great in. Keep this in mind when making selections.
Again, you want to feel comfortable & confident!

Next, let’s talk about formality. Should you go fancy or
tomllv casual? Many couples wonder about this.
There’s good news - you can do more than one outfit!
We often suggest that couples choose two looks: one
that is more formal, and one that is more casual. We're
still going to encourage you to go a little more stylish
than your day-to-day life for both. But, this will give
you options for two different looks!

For formal outfits, we love flow-y dresses & lon
skirts. The movement of these pieces phomgmpi
beautifully, always! Some of our favorite boutiques:
Anthropologle Reformartion & Madewell have beauti-
ful options. You can also rent a variety of dresses from
stores like Rent the Runway or the Black Tux for guys.
Long, flowing dresses pair beautifully with a coat & tie
for the guys. Suspenders & a bow tie are also great op-
tions!

For casual outfits, we love sundresses, rompers &

F
jumpsuits. This is a great way to still be ultra-scylish
without havm{g a super-formal look. Guys, dark j jeans
& a stylish oxford (short or long—sleeved‘) make a great
pair. Keep it fashionable - choose stylish pieces that
coordinate well.

Make sure that you two are on the same level of
formal vs. casual. If he’s wearing a suit, you should
probably wear a dress! Coordinating your formality is
equally as important as coordinating ‘colors!

We can't let this section end without giving you some
suggestions about what to avoid: super baggv clothing,
bold logos, ill-ficting jeans, short, tight party dresses,
clothing that shows bra straps & underwear lines, polo
shircs, sneakers & wllege/sports team apparel (it

% B8 .11ds like a better idea than it is. But feel free to

bring along a jersey for one photo!).
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Adding Dimension: Details & Accessories

One word: accessorize. Both girls & guys should think
about adding unique touches to your outfits. For girls:
earrings, necklaces, scarves, bracelets, or even a hat are
great ways to add dlmenslon to your outht For guys:
watches. tie clips, podmt squares and belts will polish
your 1001\ It may feel a little over-the-top, but tlins
session is your opportunltv to be a litcle &nt more
stylish & detailed in dress than usual!

Ladies, pld\ a stylish pair of shoes to wear!
If you can't find the right pair in your closet,
borrow a friend’s or treat yourself to a new
pair! Seriously, this is the best excuse to buy
yourself that pair of heels you have your

es on. Pretty shoes make sure a huge
JY flerence in your photos! Guys, the
same goes for you. An old, worn pair
of shoes will stick out in phOtOb Pull
out your favorite Cole Haan’s and
complete the look in style.

Still unsure of how to accessorize?
Bring a few of your favorite options
along to the session and we'll decide
together!

Hair & Makcup
Obv10uslv you want to look your very best for your
engagement session! When it comes to hair and
makeup, we recommend hiring a professional! Some
brides schedule their make-up & hair trial on the same
day of the shoot. Or, try a more casual look for hair
and softer 1001\ for m: akeup. It's amazing how
pampering yourself in this way can not only make you
look our best, but also boost your confidence! Our
favorite look is dark lashes with minimal color and
beautifully trimmed and defined brows!

Now, for the guys. You also have some

prep work to look and feel your best! First, facial hair.
It is a must to have well- e med-Tea T

d A beard or mustache is great if it is nicely
\ groomed. Subtle five o'clock shadow can

s \ also be sexy and natural. Don't come to the
» session with messy scrufl or unattended
neck hair! You also m: ay want to go fora

. haircut a week or two béfore your session.
Y ll Getting a cut the day before the session is
80 4 licele risky, so schedule an 1ppomtment at
least a week in advance so your hair has a
little time to grow and you have time to
choose how to style it.

All these tips are meant to help you look
, and feel your best! Rules are meant to be
; broken, so above all else, be yourself!
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MARNING THEMOST OF
YOUR ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS

You might already know exactly what you want to do
with your engagement photos, but for many couples,
they aren’t sure how to make the most of those
beauriful images! Even those who have planned to use
them for one or two things may not realize how many
ways these photos can be used in the time before (and

after!) the wedding]

Wedding Website

If you're reading this magazine, let’s face it: you're
probablv a Millennial (ugh, we hate being stereo-
typed!). But, apparently we Millennials love technolo-
gy & the internet. In the last few years, Weddmg
websites have become an assumed part of the wedding
plannmg process, and for such a good reason: they're
convenient, easy to access, and a ieaumful way to share
mfornmmon about your Weddmg day! You've probabl\'
seen wedding websites done really well and also really
poorl\' In general, the key to a website that looks great
is beautiful photos We suggest choosing your website
after you receive your photos, so that you can match
style & color to the i images. If you've already selected a
website template you may want to consider the color
& style of your site when pml\mg out outfits and loca-
tions for your engagement session. A classic blush &
gold website may clash with a red dress or other bright
colors, and a ﬂowerv fresh website with lots of green
& \Vhlte may look strange with the city as a backdrop
for all your phoms

Wedding & Reception Details

With every personal touch you add to your wedding
day, you mﬁ\e your celebration more unique and more
you. Usmg your engagement photos as a part of your
Weddmg dav is a super-personal way to make the day
stand out. A few rasteful, framed i images on a gift table
or guestbook table is a great way to personalize the
space. A slén/able photo guestbook allows guests to
see a glimpse of your relationship and also leave you a
personal note. Inunpomtmg your images in subrtle,
rasteful ways adds dimension & personality to your
decor. It’s also a treat for your guests - the people who
love you the most and want to see your face!

Instagram & Wedding Hashtags
While we’re not telling you to post every single photo
from your session to social me}lm posting a muple
phoms throughout the wedding Plannmg process is a
reat way to get vour friends & family excited for the
§1g day! The ﬁlggest advantage to this early posting is
that you can begin to use your wedding day hashmg Gf
you're planning to have one!). Even with a bxg sign or
announcement about the Weddmg hashtag on your
Weddmg day, many guests will miss the memo. Using
it regularly in advance will not only get guests excited
for tie dav but also help them remember your fun

hdShtdg.

F urnlshlng Your Space

Whether it’s at home or in vour office, ultimately, your
engagement photos should be getting you two excited
about your wedding day! With all the stress and
tedious challenges of plannmg a Weddmg sometimes
the excitement starts to wear off. Remind vourself of
the reason behind it all: you are getting married to
your soulmate! We hlghlv encourage all of my couples
to have a framed photo someplace where thev will see
it regularly. It’s a sweet reminder of the union that is
to come, and also a reminder of what matters the
most!
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